On the 24th September my colleague, Rhonda, and I were invited on behalf of the Alzheimer’s Society to join Baccara Smart for a “Debut Show – Multimedia Art Works” held in her country home in Nazeing.

The whole event was spectacular, just as you would expect from the legendary Billy Smarts Circus dynasty, and his granddaughter, Baccara, did not disappoint when she promised music from Carnegie Hall Classical Pianist – Warren Mailley-Smith, a host of breath-taking circus performers, as well as the opportunity to view both her classic car collection and her own compilation of her personal artwork.

Baccara, who trained at the London Art College, is an internationally talented artist in her own right and has an impressive and hard earned C.V, which includes worldwide awards and nominations within the art world and she has had the opportunity to work alongside Damien Hurst and Tracey Emin.

Baccaras striking paintings were displayed throughout her country home and follow the dramatic circus theme of her family’s life. Vibrant not just in colour but also in content they each demand your attention. There is also a glimmer of magic, in that your first viewing is just like stepping into the big top, upon closer inspection it slowly relinquishes more to discover, engaging the inquisitive side of your brain, it is at that moment you have become a captivated audience. For me, Baccaras paintings epitomise the snap-shots that many of our memories of a lost circus era are made of.

If you would like to view these amazing pieces of artwork log onto Baccaras website:www.baccarasmart.com and enjoy!

Baccara kindly donated a percentage of proceeds to the Alzheimer’s Society and Cancer Research UK, charities that both hold personal importance to her. In her open and approachable manner, Baccara also shared with us archive footage of Billy Smarts Circus and we felt privileged to view a poignant, moving and honest insight to her own family home movies.

Adversity isn’t choosy who he breaks bread with, but there are those who stand and are counted with continued love and support, encouragement and infinite patience and whom in turn provide comfort for those who are touched by difficult circumstances. Our gratitude and appreciation is extended to Baccara Smart and all those who give themselves and their time so generously.
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